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RENEWABLE HYDROGEN — OAKAJEE STRATEGIC INDUSTRIAL AREA 
Statement by Minister for Regional Development 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [2.02 pm]: 
The industrial development at Oakajee has been the midwest dream for decades, but to date the dream has failed 
to translate to reality. Last week, our government took steps to refashion the vision for the twenty-first century. 
We have launched a global expression of interest process for companies looking to produce or use renewable 
hydrogen at the Oakajee strategic industrial area—an opportunity to turn the midwest into a renewable hydrogen 
hub. Renewable hydrogen is being embraced worldwide as a key element in decarbonising the world’s economy. 

Located 23 kilometres north of Geraldton, Oakajee SIA is recognised for its world-standard wind and solar energy 
potential, and is ideal for the production of renewable hydrogen on a commercial scale. Initial assessments indicate 
that the 4 070-hectare Oakajee SIA buffer area could generate up to 270 megawatts of wind power and 1.25 gigawatts 
of solar renewable energy at internationally competitive prices. This supply could be supplemented at large scale 
with abundant land throughout the midwest region suitable for wind and solar power generation. Oakajee SIA is 
connected to the state’s major road network and the existing Geraldton port via the North West Coastal Highway, 
and there are provisions in place for the area to be linked to the Dampier to Bunbury natural gas pipeline. 

The EOI will be targeted at international and Australian consortia wanting to produce commercial quantities of 
hydrogen; hydrogen users such as transport, metals refining and ammonia-manufacturing companies; hydrogen 
industry component manufacturers; and power and other infrastructure providers. The EOI process follows the 
WA Recovery Plan initiatives to bring forward the Western Australian renewable hydrogen strategy goals from 
2040 to 2030, and the McGowan government’s $22 million investment in developing WA’s hydrogen industry. 
Renewable hydrogen has the potential to be a major economic driver for the state, and the Oakajee SIA could truly 
transform the midwest region. We are seeing massive interest in this emerging industry from national and international 
companies, and this EOI provides a tangible opportunity for them to develop projects in Western Australia. We 
welcomed today the federal government’s announcement that it will seek expressions of interest for a regional 
hydrogen export hub. We will be pitching for both the midwest and the Pilbara as logical places for a hub—we have 
the sun, the wind and the ports, and the people to do this. 
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